BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 11th February, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:

J Cartwright (Chair)



P Cousins

D Dempsey


D Drury


A Guttridge


R Lindsay


R Lester


R Taylor


N Tye

Also Present:
Councillor D Keane (Babergh District Council)


Councillor J Pembroke (Suffolk County Council)


L Rawsthorne (Babergh/Mid Suffolk District Councils)



D Blackburn (Clerk)


The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. 
C164/12/13
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


There were none. 
C165/12/13
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
All Members of the Parish Council declared a pecuniary interest in the item of business on the “Determination of the Precept”. Cllr Guttridge declared a non-pecuniary interest as an officer of Suffolk County Council.

C166/12/13
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS

The Clerk identified that the requirement for Members to declare a pecuniary interest in respect of the Precept had arisen because of an oversight in the drafting of recent legislation. Hence, it was appropriate for dispensations to be granted to all Members of the Council to speak and vote on this item of business.

It was AGREED: That full dispensations be granted to all Members of the Council in respect of the “Determination of the Precept” (Minute 174/12/13 refers).

C167/12/13
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The minutes of the meeting held on 14th January, 2013 were proposed by Cllr Guttridge, seconded by Cllr Tye and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C168/12/13
POLICE REPORT
A Police Report was circulated identifying that 2 crimes had been committed during the period 14th January, 2013 to 9th February, 2013. They related to the theft of heating oil and theft of a catalytic converter from a motor vehicle. It was noted that a Police event to provide Catalytic Converter security marking would be held at Sudbury on Thursday, 14th February 2013. The event had been arranged at short notice but details had been published on the Parish noticeboard. 
C169/12/13
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

Councillor Pembroke reported that there had been a delay in the creation of a Joint Fire Service between Suffolk and Cambridgeshire. Negotiations were continuing with various parties over the new Highways contract. Performance by schools in the County overall had been disappointing although some schools had done very well. There had been extensive work undertaken to keep main routes clear during recent adverse weather conditions and the closure of schools was regrettable in the circumstances, when such great efforts had been made. A request for funding from Bildeston Primary School was raised and Councillor Pembroke said that he would liaise with the Parents, Teachers and Friends Association if the Clerk could arrange this through the Treasurer of the Association.
C170/12/13
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

Councillor Keane reported upon the preparation of the District Council’s budget for 2013/14 and the transformation programme between Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils which involved in part, the creation of a joint staffing structure between the two bodies. In response to a question, Councillor Keane clarified that he did not routinely “call in” planning applications in circumstances where the Parish Council had lodged an objection and contrary to the views of some Members of the Parish Council, did not believe he had given such an undertaking at a previous meeting.
C171/12/13
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

Louise Rawsthorne, representing Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils, provided details of the Community Consultation exercise that was being undertaken. The views of parishes such as Bildeston were important in shaping the future strategic priorities of both District Councils, particularly within the context of a significant reduction in resources that would be available to both bodies. The Parish Plan was referred to, and a copy supplied to Louise Rawsthorne as a starting point for the consultation process. Members of the Parish Council considered how a cross section of views from the local community could be obtained and feedback provided.

It was AGREED: 
a. That all Members of the Council who have links with local groups and organisations, inform them of the Community Consultation exercise and seek their participation; and

b. That Councillor Lester undertakes the lead role in collating responses to provide feedback, via Louise Rawsthorne, on behalf of the village.
C172/12/13  SKATE PARK
The Clerk reported that the deadline for receipt of tenders for the Skate Park was Noon on 28th February, 2013. It was anticipated that a report would be presented to the next meeting of the Council following the evaluation of the tenders that had been received. Support was given to a proposal by the Skate Park Project Group to provide an update in “The Bugle” as part of a short series of articles about progress with the project.
It was AGREED: That the report be noted.
 .C173/12/13  REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
The Clerk submitted requests for financial assistance from Bildeston Rangers Football Club and Bildeston School Parents, Teachers and Friends Association. The Council also considered a proposal to cut the hedges on the boundary of the King’s Pightle Pocket Park.

It was AGREED: 
a. That works to the hedges on the boundary of King’s Pightle be undertaken;

b. That the application by the Bildeston School Parents, Teachers and Friends Association be considered as part of the grants round early in 2013/14; and

c. That the Chairman and Councillors Drury, Lester and Taylor be appointed to meet with representatives of Bildeston Rangers Football Club.
C/174/12/13  DETERMINATION OF PRECEPT 2013/14
The Clerk provided details of fundamental changes to the funding of Parish Councils. For the first time, the Parish Council would be dependent upon financial support from central government, passed on by the District Council. This introduced a significant risk to the Parish Council’s ability to raise funds to support the village. The District Council had written warning that whilst grant support would be provided in 2013/14, it might not be available in future years. In addition, the Secretary of State could impose capping of Precepts from 2014/15 which would severely restrict the ability of the Parish Council to vary its Precept demands in accordance with the changing needs of the village. 
It was noted that over the previous four years, the Parish Council had an excellent record in managing the Precept, such that it had been reduced over that period. This had meant that it had spent more than it had received. However, the Parish Council and village were now faced with an unprecedented set of circumstances whereby the equivalent of 9.5% of the parish’s budget requirement was dependent upon support from a third party. Members of the Council discussed the potential for activities of the Parish Council to be severely curtailed in future years if appropriate action was not taken to respond to the anticipated withdrawal of grant funding. It was noted that by increasing the Precept by the same level of the dependency upon grant funding, it would still represent a “stand still” budget with no overall growth in the Precept.
It was AGREED: That the Precept for 2013/14 shall be £19,439 which is an increase of £4.21   for a Band D property per year (9.5%).

C175/12/13   AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS AND RECEIPT OF INCOME

It was AGREED:

a. That the following payments be made:

	Payee and Service


	Cheque Number
	Amount

	Tina Hawkins

Festive Lights
	101436
	£143.25

	Eastern Facilities Management
Coronation Playground Qtr 4
	101437
	£138.76

	Eastern Facilities Management

Bildeston Grove Qtr 4
	101438
	£515.48

	Suffolk County Council
Street Lighting Maintenance and Energy
	101439
	£3132.40

	David Blackburn

Clerk’s Salary
	101440
	£181.31


b. That the following receipts be noted:

	Payee and Service


	Amount

	Cooperative Society
Donation to Skate Park Project
	£2,000.00

	Suffolk County Council (Councillor Pembroke’s Locality Budget)
Donation to Skate Park Project
	£1,000.00


C176/12/13
SPEEDWATCH AND TRAFFIC CALMING UPDATE
Councillor Tye reported that significant progress was being made including the procurement by the County Council and allocation of a mobile VAS unit for the local area, the anticipated deployment of a mobile VAS in Bildeston before the end of February and a recent increase in the number of volunteers coming forward to support Community Speedwatch. The number of approved sites for speed monitoring in the village had also been increased following discussions between Councillor Tye and a representative of the County Council. Councillor Lindsay reported that the County Council’s Cabinet Member for Transport had said that 20mph trials in Laxfield and Middleton would need to be completed before a 20mph limit was considered in Bildeston.
It was AGREED: That the update be welcomed and Councillor Tye be authorised to purchase high visibility clothing for Community Speedwatch volunteers.
C177/12/13  MATTERS CONSIDERED AT A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Further to Minute No. 161/12/13, the Clerk provided the following update:

a. County Highways had examined the deterioration of the verge on the corner of Newberry Road and would keep the matter under review;
b. A report had been raised concerning the light not working in the clock tower;

c. The waste bins had been emptied on Church Lane;

d. The Chairman had liaised with the landlord of a local public house regarding noise and disturbance in the locality; and

e.  A padlock and chain were being sourced for the gate at the Coronation play ground and a litter bin had been ordered (Minute C153/12/13).


It was AGREED: That the actions be noted.
C178/12/13  NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED BY THE CLERK


The Clerk reported on contracts for maintenance of grass and hedges and street lighting in the village. There was an uplift of 3% in the price of contracts for 2013/14 although the situation regarding street lighting could not yet be confirmed as the County Council was still involved in discussions with various parties over the new contract. 
It was AGREED: That current suppliers should be retained in 2013/14 and future requirements for hedge and grass maintenance be reviewed later in the year.
C179/12/13  PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation


There were none to be considered.



Planning Appendix B

Determined by Babergh District Council

	Application Number:

Decision:
	B/12/01401

Granted

	Location:
	Land south, 10 Paddocks Way, Bildeston

	Proposal:
	Application under Regulation 3 of the Town and Country Planning General Regulations 1992 - Change of use from soft landscaped area to hard standing for resident parking.


	Application Number:

Decision:
	B/12/01287/FUL

Granted

	Location:
	Medlar House, 39 Chapel Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EP

	Proposal:
	Insertion of 1 no. dormer window to rear elevation, insertion of 1 no. window to west elevation, as amended by agents letter and drawing number 404/16 Rev A received on 15th January 2013.


C180/12/13  MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

· Councillor Taylor referred to a communication received from a parishioner concerning hunt incursions on to private property. The Clerk would acknowledge the email and liaise with the Chairman over the way forward.
· Councillor Lester referred to a dog bin on Church Lane which required attention and a large pile of telegraph poles that had been left at the roadside following work on the electricity supply.

· Councillor Drury reported that the Rotheram Road sign had fallen down because the wooden mounting had become rotten.
· Councillor Tye asked that a grit bin be provided on Chapel Street near to the Market Place. Members felt that it should be a portable bin if possible. 
C181/12/13  EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  



It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
C182/12/13 
LEGAL ADVICE

Further to Minute 163/12/113, the Clerk provided an update on the work being undertaken by the General Purposes Committee in connection with the estate of a former parishioner. It was noted that some complex legal issues were being dealt with by the Council’s legal advisers.

It was AGREED: That the actions taken so far be endorsed.

The meeting closed at 9.55pm

Notice is given that the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held in Chamberlin Hall on Monday, 11th March, 2013 at 7.30pm.

Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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